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 Blueprint for the Future 
2019 Spring Conference & Annual Meeting 

 

 
 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all United Nations 
Member States in 2015, provides a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for 
people and the planet, now and into the future. At its heart are the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), which are an urgent call for action by all countries—
developed and developing—in a global partnership. They recognize that ending 
poverty and other deprivations must go hand-in-hand with strategies that improve 
health and education, reduce inequality, and spur economic growth—all while tackling 
climate change and working to preserve our oceans and forests. 
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AGENDA  

 

8:00 am Registration/ Light Breakfast/ Networking 

9:00 am Welcome Josh Hooper & Ben Culbertson  

9:10 am Sponsor's Perspective: Brookfield Renewable  

9:20 am “Agenda 2030 in Pennsylvania” 

Paul Shrivastava, CSO, Penn State University 

9:35 am Panel: “Sustainable Development in Pennsylvania: 

What’s happening and what could happen?” 

10:35 am Networking/ coffee break  

10:50 am Sponsor's Perspective: “BETTER TOMORROW 2025 -- 

Sodexo’s Alignment with the UN SDGs” 

11:00 am Panel: “Working with Our Communities” 

12:00 pm Lunch 

12:15 pm Keynote: “Our Shared Responsibility to Help 

Build a Sustainable, Just World.” 

John Quigley, Dir. Center for Environment, Energy & Economy  

1:00 pm Posters & Networking 

2:00 pm  Campus Sustainability Champions  

2:15 pm Panel: “Operational Success Stories from across 

the Commonwealth” 

3:15 pm Networking/ refreshments break 

3:30 pm Sustainability Cafe 

4:45 pm Closing Remarks 

 

GRATITUDE 
 

Thanks to our host: Penn State's Sustainability Institute for helping us to find 
space for this conference on campus. Thanks especially to Penn State’s Peter 
Buckland and Doug Goodstein who worked tirelessly to make this conference 

happen, and to conference co-chairs Shaunna Barnhart (Bucknell University) 
and Ben Culbertson (Shippensburg University). And to our student volunteers 

from Penn State.  Thanks also to Ben Culbertson for chairing the Campus 

http://sustainability.psu.edu/
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Sustainability Champions session and Rich Bowden (Allegheny College) for 
chairing the Poster Session. And finally, thanks to the entire Executive 

Committee and to all the speakers for giving so generously of their time. 

 

SPONSORS  
 
The conference is made possible by PERC Member Institutions, Sustaining 

Annual Sponsor Sodexo, and these additional Sponsors: NextEra Energy 
Solutions, Brookfield Renewables and the Sustainable Energy Fund. Thank you. 
 

 

PANELS & SESSIONS  

Speaker bios can be found later in the packet.  

8:00am:  Registration/ Breakfast/ Networking 

9:00am:  Welcome 

Speakers: Josh Hooper, PERC Executive Director 

Ben Culbertson, Shippensburg University, PERC President 

9:10am  Sponsor's Perspective 
Brookfield Renewable on Sustainable Development  
Speaker: Brian Noonan, Brookfield Renewable 

9:20am Agenda 2030 in Pennsylvania 

Speaker: Paul Shrivastava, CSO, Penn State University 

Dr. Shrivastava is Penn State’s Chief Sustainability Officer and was the 

former director of Future Earth. He will open the day with a vision of how 
higher educational institutions can help realize Agenda 2030: The 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

  

http://www.sodexousa.com/
http://www.nexteraenergy.com/
http://www.nexteraenergy.com/
https://renewableops.brookfield.com/
https://thesef.org/index.php
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9:35am Sustainable Development in Pennsylvania: 

What’s happening and what could happen? 

Speakers: Caroline Fox: US SDSN & SDG Network 

US Sustainable Development Solutions Network 
 

Jeffrey Brownson, Penn State University  
Finding Pennsylvania’s Solar Future 

 
Lisa Davis, Penn State University  

Center for Rural Health 

Learn about the United States Sustainable Development Solutions 

Network from Deputy Director Caroline Fox. Then we will explore the 
state of two key sectors for sustainable development, health and well-

being in Pennsylvania (Goal 3) from Lisa Davis of the Pennsylvania Center 
for Rural Health; and solar energy (Goals 7 & 13), from Dr. Jeffrey 

Brownson who has been part of the Finding Pennsylvania’s Solar Future 

team. 

10:35am Networking and coffee break 

10:50am BETTER TOMORROW 2025 -- Sodexo’s 

Alignment with the UN SDGs 

Speaker: Ted Monk, Vice President, Sustainability and  

Corporate Responsibility, Sodexo North America. 

11:00 am Working with Our Communities 

Speakers: Shaunna Barnhart, Bucknell University:  

Place Studies Program and Coal Region Field Station 

Ilona Ballreich, Penn State University 

Sustainable Communities Collaborative 
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Olivia Termini, Dickinson College 

Sustainable and Resilient Communities 

How are our colleges working with Pennsylvania cities, boroughs, and 

local municipalities to meet the targets of the Sustainable Development 

Goals? We will hear from a sampling of people who are doing the work. 

12:00pm Lunch 

12:15pm Keynote: “Our Shared Responsibility to Help  

Build a Sustainable, Just World.” 

Speaker: John Quigley, Harrisburg University 

The founding Director of the Center for Environment, Energy & Economy 

and Lecturer in Sustainability at the Harrisburg University of Science and 
Technology and former Secretary of DEP and Secretary of DCNR, shares 

his insights on sustainable development and the role we can play. 

1:00pm Posters, Vendors, & Networking 

Posters from undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, and staff. 

Accepted posters descriptions available at tinyurl.com/PERCPosters2019 

2:00pm Campus Sustainability Champions  

2:15pm Operational Success Stories  

from across the Commonwealth 

Speakers: Nick Goodfellow, University of Pittsburgh 

EPA award winning PA Higher Ed Food Recovery program 

Rob Cooper, Penn State 

Penn State Solar Power Purchase Agreement 

Chris Steuer, Millersville University of PA 

Net Zero Lombardo Welcome Center 

http://tinyurl.com/PERCPosters2019
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These three campus success stories touch on multiple Sustainable 

Development Goals, including Goal 2: Zero Hunger, Goal 7: Affordable 
and Clean Energy, Goal 12: Responsible Production and Consumption, 

and Goal 13: Climate Action. 

3:15pm Networking/ refreshments break 

3:30pm Sustainability Cafe  

Facilitators: Michele Halsell & Peter Buckland 

Penn State University 

What are the opportunities for PA higher ed to engage in SDG solutions? 

We close out the day with breakout sessions to explore how we as 
individuals, as schools, and as an organization can deepen our 

commitment to action for the Sustainable Development Goals. 

4:45pm Closing Remarks 

 

SPEAKER INFORMATION 

(Listed alphabetically by speaker’s last name) 
 

Ilona Ballreich, Penn State University 
Ilona Ballreich is the manager of the Sustainable Communities Collaborative 

(SCC), an outreach and engaged scholarship program of the Sustainability 
Institute at Penn State. The SCC’s mission is to connect faculty, students and 
staff with local communities to address sustainability challenges through a 

collaborative effort. 
 

Ilona honed her skills in community engagement as the executive director of a 
non-profit organization and in public service at the local, state, and national 
level.  She has a BS in Industrial Technology from West Virginia State 

University, is trained as a Blueprint Communities Facilitator through the FHLB 
and PA Downtown Center, and is currently enrolled in the Penn State 

Community and Economic Development Master of Professional Studies program. 
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Shaunna Barnhart, Bucknell University 
Dr. Shaunna Barnhart teaches and conducts research at the intersection of 

human-environment interactions and resulting sustainability dilemmas, 
particularly in regard to energy, development, and community revitalization, 

with over 10 years of experience in higher education.  She is currently the 
director of the Place Studies program at Bucknell University’s Center for 
Sustainability and the Environment where she supports and engages in teaching 

and research related to sustainable communities and small-scale energy 
practices.  In this role, she is the staff coordinator of the university’s Coal 

Region Field Station, which facilitates university-community partnerships in 
Pennsylvania’s lower anthracite coal region to build actionable projects and 
partnerships around community revitalization, local histories and culture, and 

future directions. 
 

Richard Bowden, Allegheny College 
Rich Bowden is a Professor of Environmental Science at Allegheny 
College.  When not playing professionally with soil or trees, or working on 

various sustainability efforts on campus or in the community, he enjoys myriad 
outdoor activities, including kayaking, xc skiing, and inviting venison into his 

freezer.  Rich has been a member of the PERC Executive Committee since 2000, 
and has served two stints as Executive Committee Chair and President. 
 

Peter Buckland, Penn State University 
Peter Buckland is the Academic Programs Manager at Penn State's Sustainability 

Institute and holds an affiliate faculty position in Educational Theory and Policy. 
He works with faculty, directors, and deans to integrate sustainability into Penn 
State's general education and degree programs. He has researched and written 

on sustainability education, climate change, democracy and civic education, 
environmental ethics, and contemporary music's representations of global risk. 

Recently, his work as a Ferguson Township supervisor active on climate issues 
has been featured on the Democracy Works podcast and in The Washington Post 
with co-author Brandi Robinson.  

 
Rob Cooper, Penn State University 

Rob Cooper is the Director of Energy and Engineering for Penn State’s Office of 
Physical Plant. His responsibilities include leading a 200-person workforce that is 
responsible for the operation and maintenance of campus utility systems, energy 

conservation programs, and carbon reduction initiatives. 
 

Ben Culbertson, Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania 
Ben Culbertson is associate professor of art and design at Shippensburg 

University where he has served on the environmental committee for the past 
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nine years. He started making biodiesel from campus waste oil in 2006. He and 
his students built the first biodiesel/vegetable oil fired ceramics kiln in the state. 

He joined the PERC Board in 2015 and serves as PERC's President. 
 

Lisa Davis, Penn State University 
Lisa Davis is the Director of the Pennsylvania Office of Rural Health where she is 
responsible for the overall direction and leadership of the state office of rural 

health, including ensuring that the office meets its mission of being a source of 
networking, coordination, and technical assistance to organizations focused on 

rural health care delivery; developing and sustaining linkages with state and 
national partners; and seeking ways to expand the office’s role in enhancing the 
health status of rural Pennsylvanians. 

 
On the national, state, and university levels, Davis serves on a wide range of 

boards of directors, advisory committees, and task forces focused on rural 
health policy, rural health research, economic development, outreach and 
education, and vulnerable populations and specific health issues such as oral 

health and cancer.  She has extensive experience in the field of rural health 
research. 

 
Caroline Fox, SDSN USA 
Caroline Fox is the Head of SDSN USA at the Sustainable Development Solutions 

Network. Caroline joined the team at the launch of the SDSN USA network in 
December 2018. Previously, she worked for SDG USA, a close partner of SDSN, 

to develop a program of research and outreach on the SDGs in the United 
States, including the launch of America's Goals for 2030, the America's Goals 
Report Card, and the US SDGs State Index. Prior to that, Caroline worked on the 

Millennium Villages Project and the Nigeria Scale-up Initiative based at Columbia 
University and Millennium Promise. Caroline holds a Master's in Public 

Administration in Environmental Science and Policy from Columbia and a B.A. 
from Smith College. 
 

Nick Goodfellow, University of Pittsburgh 
Nick Goodfellow recently became the sustainability coordinator for Business & 

Auxiliary Services at the University of Pittsburgh which covers housing, dining, 
parking & transportation, conference services, bookstores, and athletic facilities. 
Prior to this position he was the sustainability coordinator for Pitt Dining by 

Sodexo where for three years he worked with students, chefs, and managers to 
increase the amount of local and sustainable foods on campus through the Real 

Food Challenge, improved plant-forward offerings, reduced food waste and 
expanded food recovery, and fostered programs aimed at sustainable customer 

behavior in our takeaway retail dining facilities. He is also the co-chair of the 
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Regional Food Economy working group at the Pittsburgh Food Policy Council 
where he organizes food system stakeholders to collaborate on programs to 

advance the principles of equitable development and sustainability in the SW PA 
food system. Nick is from Washington, DC and a graduate of the University of 

Pittsburgh. 
 
Michele Halsell, Penn State University 

Michele Halsell is the Assistant Director of the Sustainability Institute at Penn 
State University.  She holds an Ed.D. in Human Resources and Workforce 

Development from the University of Arkansas. She earned a Masters in 
International Management from Thunderbird (Garvin School of International 
Management), as well as a Bachelor’s degree in French from Hendrix College. 

She currently serves as a member of the STAR Community Rating System 
Steering Committee at the national level.  

 
Halsell has been working in the field of sustainability since 2007 when she 
accepted the position of Managing Director of the Applied Sustainability Center 

at the University of Arkansas.  Her work at the ASC emphasized place-based 
sustainability and developing education and outreach programs aimed at 

community leaders.  Examples include Energy, Jobs & the Economy workshops 
for Arkansas Legislators, Sustainable Energy Scorecards and Education for 
Municipalities, Summer Energy Academy for Municipal Leaders, the Sustainable 

Communities Summit, and EcoLogical Communities, a public outreach program.   
 

Josh Hooper, PERC 
Josh is the Executive Director of PERC and has been since 2010. In concert with 
PERC’s Executive Committee, Josh led the transition from a voluntary 

association of universities and colleges to a 501(c)(3) non-profit impacting over 
80 of Pennsylvania’s higher education campuses. Josh is in the Climate Reality 

Leadership Corp and as such is trained to present variations on founder All 
Gore’s Climate Reality slide show. In 2015, he was honored to accept for PERC 
the U.S. EPA’s award as Endorser of the Year in recognition of PERC’s 

development with Sodexo and the EPA of the PA Higher Ed Food Recovery 
Challenge. 

 
Ted Monk, Sodexo 
Ted Monk is Vice President for Sustainability and Corporate Responsibility at 

Sodexo North America, a management services company providing food and 
facility management solutions at 13,000 client locations serving 9 million 

customers every day. In this role he oversees Sodexo’s Better Tomorrow 2025 
Corporate Responsibility commitments around health and wellness, sustainable 

sourcing, and waste. 
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Ted’s passion is working to Stop Hunger and he sits on the boards of the 

Alameda County Community Food Bank and Open Heart Kitchen. He also serves 
as a board member of the Food Recovery Network which is a national network of 

student chapters who recover food on their campuses to feed those in need in 
their communities. Ted earned his degree in hospitality from Strathclyde 
University in Glasgow, Scotland and attended graduate classes at Cranfield 

Business School 
 

Brian Noonan, Brookfield Renewable 
Brian Noonan is a Manager of Stakeholder Relations with Brookfield Renewable, 
covering the PJM market which includes assets in Pennsylvania, North Carolina, 

Tennessee, Maryland and West Virginia. In this position, he is responsible for 
working with local communities, NGOs and other organizations to ensure that 

Brookfield Renewable is positively integrated into the communities where 
Brookfield Renewable operates. 
 

John Quigley, Harrisburg University 
John Quigley is the founding Director of the Center for Environment, Energy & 

Economy and Lecturer in Sustainability at the Harrisburg University of Science 
and Technology.  He is former Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection, serving under Governor Tom Wolf; and of the 

Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, under 
Governor Ed Rendell. He is also a former Senior Fellow at the Kleinman Center 

for Energy Policy at the University of Pennsylvania. Quigley is the only person in 
the history of Pennsylvania to serve as both DCNR and DEP Secretary. 
 

Quigley previously worked in several leadership positions at DCNR, and in the 
nonprofit, public, and private sectors.  He founded a downtown revitalization 

non-profit organization in and served eight years as the mayor of the City of 
Hazleton, Pennsylvania; was an instructor in economics at the Hazleton campus 
of Penn State University; wrote a newspaper column for the Wilkes-Barre Times 

Leader newspaper; worked as government relations manager with a statewide 
environmental non-profit organization; held management positions with major 

manufacturing companies.  
 
Paul Shrivastava, Penn State University 

Dr. Paul Shrivastava is Chief Sustainability Officer of Penn State. He is also 
Director of Sustainability Institute, and Professor of Management at the Smeal 

College of Business.  Prior to this he served as the first Executive Director of 
Future Earth global research platform.  
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He has published 17 books and over 100 articles in refereed and scholarly 

journals.  He has served on the editorial boards of numerous leading 
management education journals. His work was recognized with a Fulbright 

Senior Scholar Award and IIM Calcutta Distinguished Alumni Award. He was also 
inducted into the Club of Rome in 2018. 
 

Chris Steuer, Millersville University of Pennsylvania 
Chris Steuer is Millersville University’s sustainability director where he 

coordinates and advances Millersville’s sustainability initiatives and programs, 
including developing and implementing the University’s Climate Action Plan, 
incorporating sustainable management principles into University activities and 

operations, and increasing awareness of the University’s commitment to 
sustainability. Previously, Mr. Steuer was a senior sustainability management 

consultant for ICF, wherein he developed climate change and sustainability 
programs for various public and private sector clients, including the National 
Park Service, EPA, and U.S. House of Representatives. 

 
Olivia Termini, Dickinson College 

Olivia Termini is a double classical studies and environmental studies major at 
Dickinson College. Choosing what some would call an unlikely pair of majors, 
Termini has studied both the origins of western civilization and the 

contemporary challenges of a society with unlimited resources. She 
supplemented her education with experiences across sectors outside the 

classroom, including two federal internships at the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the U.S. Senate, nonprofit work with grassroots 
organization ACT4Oxford, and private sector work with Countable Corporation 

coordinating activism campaigns. She also studied abroad in Bath, UK and 
completed a Latin tutorial at Oxford University and currently serves as the 

Dickinson Carlisle Borough Ambassador and works for the Office of Donor 
Relations in Dickinson's College Advancement. 
 

Throughout her time at Dickinson, she was heavily engaged in Community 
Based Research and Service Learning courses, most notably the course Building 

Sustainable Communities. In this course, she helped benchmark the Community 
Resiliency of Carlisle, PA using a tool developed by Arup with support of the 
Rockefeller Foundation. Additionally, she conducted a Community Impact 

Assessment with the Associate Provost of Civic Engagement to assess and 
document the degree of impact of curricular and co-curricular Dickinson-

Community partnerships.   
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SPONSOR INFORMATION 
 

Sustaining Annual Sponsor 
PHE-FRC Funding Sponsor 

 
Sodexo’s corporate responsibility roadmap helps us monitor our progress on nine 
clear commitments that are fully aligned with the UN’s Sustainable Development 
Goals and cover all impacts of our business. The roadmap gives us, and all those 
we work with, a shared focus on our long-term future. 
 
As a global business, we have three different but connected roles in the world: we 
are an employer, a service provider and a corporate citizen. Better Tomorrow 2025 
will help us exceed our own and others’ expectations in all three of these roles so we 
can use our unique position to make a difference. We can stand with the best on the 
issues we can own, like hunger, gender and waste. And we can do the right thing for 
everyone, as a truly responsible, global business.  For more information about our 
Better Tomorrow 2025 roadmap, watch this video and visit 
https://www.sodexo.com/home/about-us/what-we-do/growing-responsibly.html. 
 

 

https://play.buto.tv/jPlSn
https://www.sodexo.com/home/about-us/what-we-do/growing-responsibly.html
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Gold Annual Sponsor 

  

PERC Gold Sponsor Waste Management, Inc., based in Houston, Texas, is the 
leading provider of comprehensive waste management services in North 

America. Through its subsidiaries, the company provides collection, transfer, 
recycling and resource recovery, and disposal services. It is also the largest 
residential recycler and a leading developer, operator and owner of waste-to-

energy and landfill gas-to-energy facilities in the United States. In addition to 
higher education, the company’s customers include residential, commercial, 

industrial, and municipal customers throughout North America.   

 
 

Silver Annual Sponsor 
 

 

Brookfield Renewable owns and operates one of the world’s largest renewable 

power portfolios, anchored by 218 hydroelectric facilities. With strong regional 

operating platforms in core markets, they are able to leverage their local expertise to 

grow the business organically and through acquisition. 

Brookfield Renewable’s portfolio includes 930 renewable power facilities in North 

America, South America, Europe, India and China with a combined installed capacity 

of 18,000 megawatts. 

Further information is available at www.brookfieldrenewable.com 
 
  

http://www.brookfieldrenewable.com/
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Silver Annual Sponsor 
 

 
 

NextEra Energy Solutions is honored to support the mission and vision of PERC 
through our annual sponsorship. As the largest owner/operator of wind and solar 
generation systems in the U.S., supporting the exploration and implementation 

sustainable options is at the core of what we do. NextEra designs solutions for 
customers that bring together technology, generation and engineering to reduce 

energy consumption and sustainably source energy. We have been named one 
of the world’s Most Ethical Companies by Ethisphere 11 times.  
 

In February of 2018, AT&T signed one of the largest virtual power purchase 
agreements (VPPA) with NextEra to purchase 520 MW of wind power from 2 

wind farms. This is a key component of AT&T’s goal “to develop and leverage 
technology solutions that enable carbon savings 10 times the footprint 
of its operations by 2025.”NextEra Energy is well positioned to provide key 

services to enable customers to deal with the next era of energy management 
and procurement. 

 
For additional information please visit our web site 
http://www.nexteraenergy.com/sustainability.html 

 

 

Gold Event Sponsor 

 

 
 

Sustainable Energy Fund (SEF) is a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to breaking 
down financial, educational and regulatory barriers to a sustainable energy future. 
SEF operates as a financially independent nonprofit enterprise. 
 

http://about.att.com/content/csr/home/sustainability-reporting/enabling-10x-carbon-savings.html
http://www.nexteraenergy.com/sustainability.html
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Financially, we aid entities such as small businesses, colleges and universities, 
nonprofit organizations and municipalities to reduce the consumption of energy from 
non-sustainable resources. Educationally, we create an understanding of and 
passion for sustainable energy in the leaders of today and tomorrow. In regulatory 
matters, we intervene in legal proceedings that impact energy conservation, energy 
efficiency and/or renewable energy policies and laws. We execute our mission in a 
vibrant, entrepreneurial manner with the aid of volunteers, program sponsors and 
industry partners. 
 
SEF was founded in 1999 through a settlement approved by the Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission during the state’s electric deregulation proceedings. Since 
then, SEF has been a leading financer of sustainable energy projects and has 
greatly expanded its services with the goal of seeking a sustainable energy future. 
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